Lord’s Day Celebration – July 25, 2010

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more.  What if only ten can be found there?”  He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.”  

Genesis 18:32
  Prelude

  Announcements  

  Call to Worship:  #  633   “Open Our Eyes, Lord”      
  Silent Prayer   
*Hymn:  #  630   “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  
*Opening Prayer, Lord’s Prayer and Greeting
*Praise to God:  Responsive Reading – Psalm 85

  You showed favor to your land, O LORD;
    You restored the fortunes of Jacob
  You forgave the iniquity of your people,
    You covered all their sin.

  You set aside all your wrath,

     You turned from your fierce anger.

  Restore us again, O God our Savior,

     And put away your displeasure toward us.

  Will you be angry with us forever?

     Will you prolong your anger through all generations?

  Will you not revive us again,

     That your people may rejoice in you?

  Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,

     And grant us your salvation.

  I will listen to what God the LORD will say;

     He promises peace to his people, his saints-

     But let them not return to folly.

  Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,

     That his glory may dwell in our land.

  Love and faithfulness meet together;

     Righteousness and peace kiss each other.

  Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,

     And righteousness looks down from heaven.

  The LORD will indeed give what is good,

     And our land will yield its harvest.

  Righteousness goes before him

     And prepares the way for his steps.
*Praise to God in Song:  #  56   “To God be the Glory”  vs. 1
*A Time to Greet One Another 
  Ministry of Music:  Jonathan Heitritter         
  Children’s Message
  Offering, Offertory Hymn:  #  635   “In the Garden”  
*Doxology and Offertory Prayer  
  Scripture:  Genesis 18:20-32   page 25  
  Prayer for Illumination

  Message:  Persistent Prayer
  Prayer for God’s Blessing on the Word and Prayers of Intercession
*Confession of Faith:  Heidelberg Catechism Q. and A. 116 & 117 in statement form.


I believe Christians need to pray because prayer is the most important part of the 
  thankfulness God requires of us. And also because God gives his grace and Holy Spirit 
  only to those who pray continually and groan inwardly, asking God for these gifts and 
  thanking him for them.


I believe God wants us to pray from the heart to no other than the one true God, 
  who has revealed himself in his Word, asking for everything he has commanded us to 
  ask for. We must acknowledge our need and misery, hiding nothing, and humble 
  ourselves in his presence. We must rest on this unshakeable foundation: even though we 
  do not deserve it, God will surely listen to our prayer because of Christ our Lord. That 
  is what he promised us in his Word.  Amen. 
*Hymn:  #  642   “Abide With Me”  
*Sending and Benediction

*Closing:  #  713   “Seek Ye First”  
*Postlude
7:00 P.M. Worship Service

  Prelude
  Call to Worship

  Hymns:  #  562   “Be Thou My Vision”  
             * #  56   “To God Be the Glory”   
*Opening Prayer 

*Hymn:  #  349   “O, How He Loves You and Me”   
  Scripture:  Genesis 6:9-22   page 9   
  Prayer for Illumination 

  Message:  Being Obedient to God   
  Prayer for Blessing on the Word and Prayers of Intercession

*Hymn:  #  598   “Wherever He Leads I’ll  Go”        
*Benediction
*Closing:  “Majesty”      
*Postlude
*Congregation Please Stand

All songs and hymns reproduced by permission, CCLI License # 1348624
WELCOME
With joy we welcome you and pray that you are filled with hope and happiness 

as you lift up your heart to God.
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP

O GOD, by your power may we comprehend how wide and long and high and deep 
  is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge, so that we may be 
  filled with your fullness.   Amen.
OPPORTUNITIES TODAY
WE WELCOME Rob Horstman as he leads our evening worship.
GREETERS:  Today – Lavonne De Groot and Marilynn Boote, Cal and Jan Klarenbeek, 
  Pastor Verlyn and Sue Boone, Henrietta Brouwer and Karen Wesselink.   Aug. 1 – Vern and 

  Hester De Jongh, Harrietta Niemeyer and Elsie Koele, Bob and Henrietta Dykstra, Brian and 

  Jennifer Dacken 
9:30 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP at the Church.  Because of the two worship services this 

  morning, one at Inspiration Hills and the other at the church facility, the annex will be closed 

  for morning worship.  Please use the Sanctuary and Balcony for morning worship.
10:30 A.M.:  Worship Team leads worship at Inspiration Hills followed by a potluck dinner.
CONSISTORY GREETING:  A.M. A-Pastor Verlyn, E-Arlyn De Wild, C-Doyle Wissink,
  W-Dennis Van Sloten, B-Mel Van Peursem.  P.M. E-Daryl Van Den Top, C-Rob Horstman, 
  B-Sid Sandbulte.
OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK
MONDAY:  7:00 P.M.  Deacon’s meeting. 
TUESDAY-FRIDAY:  Power Connection Work Camp in Minneapolis, MN.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY:  Power Connection at Bethel University in St. Paul, MN.
NEXT SUNDAY:  Rev. Rick Van Ravenswaay will lead our morning worship.  Luke and 
  Fiona will lead our evening worship service.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE AND GROWTH
NURSERY:  Today – A.M. Jamie Still, Melody Van Der Vliet, Allison Te Slaa, Jacie Van 
  Schepen.  P.M. Carrie De Jongh.  Aug. 1 – Barb Van Es, Lois Baartman, Riley Francis,                              
  Jonathan Heitritter.  P.M. Carrie De Jongh
MAKE COFFEE:  Today – Lynn Koele   Next Week – Peggy Koele
HOSPITAL NOTES:  Lynn Koele has returned home following surgery at the Sioux Center 

  Hospital.  Darlene Woelber and Lavonne De Groot had surgery this past Wednesday at St. 

  Luke’s Hospital in Sioux City.  Nathan Van’t Hul will be going to Omaha on August 5 for 

  tests and observation.  Darlene Boeve has returned home following hospitalization at the 

  Avera Heart Hospital in Sioux Falls.
THANK YOU to everyone who remembered us in any way with the death of my brother, 

  Kenny, whether it was a card or words of comfort.  It was appreciated very much.  Thank you 

  again. 
 John and Norma Boogerd

PASTOR VERLYN AND SUE will be on vacation from July26-August 9.  If a pastoral care 

  need arises please call the church office or an elder.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:  We are in need of someone to bring a Children’s Message on 

  Sunday morning, August 8.  If you would be willing to do this, please contact Gayle at the 

  church office.
IMPACT:  Please pray for our IMPACT students and leaders as they prepare to leave for 

  Work Camp on July 27 and Power Connection on July 30.  There is a list of those who plan 

  to attend in the July Highlights.
GOING TO CHURCH CAMP:  Remember Kyle Baartman, Jonah Dacken, Elly Grond, 
  Dylan Harman, Justin Heitritter, Jordan Jansma, Brialle Koerselman, Tanner Te Slaa, and 
  Janaya Zoet in your prayers this week as they attend camp at Inspiration Hills.  May God 
  bless their time at camp!

REMINDER that today is the last day to return your purchases for the Clothe-A-Child for 
  School Project sponsored by Love INC.  Be sure to place the gift tag with the clothing item 

  and place them in the box in the Choir Room.  
PC WORK CAMP: We have 11 students and 4 sponsors going to Power Connection’s Work 
  Camp this year.  Every year the synod asks for donations for places we will be working 
  at.  There is a list on the bulletin board in the narthex with the items needed.  If it is in your 
  heart to give, please bring your items to Dan Elgersma’s office or the church office before 
  Tuesday, July 27.
BANQUET TICKETS TO GO ON SALE:  A banquet celebrating God’s faithfulness to us 
  over the past 125 years will be held on Saturday, September 25 at 6:00 P.M. in the Boyden-
  Hull commons.  A ticket order form will be in your church mailbox on Sunday, August 8.  
  Please complete the form, include payment (checks can be made out to First Reformed 
  Church) and place it in the gold box in back of the sanctuary.  You will receive your tickets at 
  a later date.  The final day to order tickets is September 12.  
If a pastoral concern or need arises, it is the responsibility of the family 

to contact the church office, an elder, or Pastor Verlyn.

Persistent Prayer

Genesis 18:20-32

· The Context: The wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah

- Sexual immorality

- Arrogance and abuse of the poor

- Failure to show hospitality

· God is a just Judge who hears the outcry (vv. 20-21)

· Abraham Prays (vv. 22-32)

- A modest prayer

- A humble prayer

- A persistent prayer

- A persuasive prayer

· Judgment fell (Genesis 19)

· We are to pray for the lost:

1.) Modestly (not prying into matters that are beyond our understanding)

2.) Humbly (recognizing we do not hold God in obligation)

3.) Persistently (not just once but continual)

4.) Persuasively (God’s glory shown to all the earth)
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